HOW TO GET STARTED

o
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Starting your homeschooling journey is an adventure filled with
potential and promise, offering a path to tailor education to fit
your child's unique needs, interests, and pace of learning. As you
embark on this path, it's essential to have a clear map to guide
you through the initial steps, ensuring a smooth and successftul
transition into homeschooling. Here's a detailed guide to help you
navigate the beginnings of your homeschool journey, focusing on
understanding legal requirements, choosing your homeschooling

approach, and selecting the right curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION TO

Homeschooling is more than an
educational choice; it's a lifestyle
change that offers flexibility,
personalized learning, and the
opportunity for your family to grow
together. Whether you're seeking a
more enriched educational
experience for your child, flexibility for
travel or extracurricular pursuits, or a
learning environment that aligns with
your family's values, homeschooling
can provide the framework to achieve
these goals. The key to a successful
homeschool experience lies in

thorough preparation, informed

decision-making, and a commitment

to adapting to your child's evolving

needs.
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Before you dive into curriculum planning or lesson scheduling, it's crucial
to understand the legal framework governing homeschooling in your
area. Laws vary significantly from state to state, with requirements
ranging from submitting an intent to homeschool to the local school
district, to annual assessments or evaluations of your child’s progress.

e Research and Compliance: Begin by visiting , where you can
find detailed information on homeschooling laws for each state. This
resource is invaluable in helping you comply with legal requirements,
ensuring your homeschool operates within state guidelines.

e Legal Considerations: Some states may require you to keep specific
records, follow an approved curriculum, or even submit your child to
standardized testing. Knowing these requirements upfront can help

you plan your homeschooling strategy and avoid any legal pittfalls.
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https://hslda.org/

) DECIDING ON YOUR HOMESCHOOL
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Homeschooling offers the flexibility to choose an educational approach

that best fits your child's learning style and your educational philosophy.
From structured traditional methods to more relaxed, child-led learning,
the approach you choose will shape your daily homeschool routine and
curriculum choices.
e Exploring Approaches: Familiarize yourself with the various
homeschooling methods, such as
Each has its
own set of principles and practices. For example, the Classical
approach emphasizes rigorous study of the liberal arts and great
books of Western civilization, while Montessori focuses on hands-on
learning and fostering independence.
e Resources for Learning: Delve deeper into these methodologies
through resources such as
for a classical education overview, or
for insights into Montessori

homeschooling. Check out my for a full list of

book recommendations that can help guide you on your path!
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00BU1CTNE?linkCode=ssc&tag=onamzjoshdavi-20&creativeASIN=B00BU1CTNE&asc_item-id=amzn1.ideas.20EA4RNBF3HWQ&ref_=aip_sf_list_spv_ons_mixed_d_asin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0393253627?linkCode=ssc&tag=onamzjoshdavi-20&creativeASIN=0393253627&asc_item-id=amzn1.ideas.20EA4RNBF3HWQ&ref_=aip_sf_list_spv_ons_mixed_d_asin
https://www.homeschool.com/top10/top8homeschoolingmethods-asp/
https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation

) CHOOSING YOUR

Selecting the right curriculum can
feel like one of the most crucial
and stressful decisions in setting
up your homeschool. A curriculum
is going to act as the framework,
the skeleton if you will, for your
educational approach, guiding
both what you teach and how you
teach it. But a curriculum will not
make or break your homeschool!
The curriculum encompasses all
the educational materials you plan
to use, including textbooks, lesson
plans, projects, and digital

resources.

\
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Here's a more in-depth look at each step involved in choosing your

curriculum:

Understanding Curriculum Needs
First, assess your child's learning style and interests closely. Do they
learn best through hands-on activities (kinesthetic), or do they
prefer listening (auditory) or seeing information (visual)?
Understanding this will help you tailor your curriculum choices to
suit their learning preferences, making education both engaging
and effective. Additionally, consider your educational goals: Are
you aiming for a broad nature /agriculture education, focusing on
STEM, or emphasizing life skills and practical learning?
e For Visual Learners: Look for curriculums that are rich in books,
videos, and visual aids.
e For Auditory Learners: Audio resources, lectures, and
discussion-based learning will be beneficial.
e For Kinesthetic Learners: Choose curriculums that include

hands-on projects, experiments, and field trips.

\
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Curriculum Selection

With the vast array of homeschooling curricula available, it can
feel overwhelming to choose the right one. Here are some steps to
help you navigate this process:

e Research Widely: Start by researching the various curricula
that align with your homeschooling approach. For traditional
methods, consider well-established publishers that offer
structured lesson plans and assessments. For more flexible
education philosophies like unschooling or Montessori, look for
resources that support exploratory learning and creativity.

e Read Reviews and Ask for Recommendations: Online forums,
homeschooling blogs, and local homeschool groups can be
invaluable in providing insights and reviews on different
curricula. Websites such as offer
comprehensive reviews on a wide range of homeschooling
curricula.

e Consider Your Budget: Curriculum costs can vary widely. While
some comprehensive packages may be on the pricier side,
there are also many affordable or even free resources
available online. Don't forget to check for used curriculum

sales in your homeschooling groups or online marketplaces.
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https://cathyduffyreviews.com/
https://www.instagram.com/homebuilteducation/

Supplementary Resources

While your core curriculum will guide your homeschooling,
supplementing it with additional resources can enrich your child’s
learning experience:

e Local Library: Your library is a treasure trove of free resources,
including books, audiobooks, DVDs, and educational
programs. Many libraries also offer access to online platforms
like Kanopy, which provides free educational and
enferfainment content.

e Educational Websites and Apps: Websites such as
offer free instruction on a range of subjects, while apps like

can support music and teaches piano
courses online. See below for a few more of my favorites:
o : Full sized art supplies delivered to your
child, with online art instruction to go with it.
o : Free typing lessons and activities
o : Home of the “hour of code” program and
packed with free resources and activities for kids
o : Typing lessons and activities geared
towards younger learners aged 6-9

o Check Appendix A for complete Free Website list!
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https://outschool.com/search?couponCode=HOMEBUILTED20
https://www.hoffmanacademy.com/?via=homebuilt
https://guide-dots.com/
https://www.typing.com/
https://code.org/
https://www.dancemattypingguide.com/

4 )

e Hands-on Learning Experiences:
Look for opportunities for field trips,
science experiments, art projects,
and real-world learning
experiences. These activities not
only reinforce academic learning
but also help develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills.

e My Amazon Store: I've curated a
selection of educational tools and
materials that can complement
your chosen curriculum, ranging
from science kits and art supplies
to educational games and
workbooks. You can explore these
resources

Choosing the right curriculum is a
dynamic process that may require
adjustments along the way. Remember,
the goal is to create a learning journey

that is adaptable, engaging, and

aligned with your child’'s needs and

interests.
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https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation?ref=ac_inf_tb_vh
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Creating an effective learning environment in your home is about more
than just finding a quiet corner. It's about crafting a space that inspires
learning, creativity, and concentration. This space should be a physical
representation of the educational journey you and your child are
embarking on together.
¢ Designing Your Space: Consider the kind of environment that will
best suit your child's learning style. Visual learners might benefit
from a colorful space adorned with educational posters and visual
aids, while kinesthetic learners might need more open space to
move around for hands-on activities (
). Ensure there's adequate
lighting, comfortable seating, and minimal distractions. A well-
organized area with all necessary supplies within easy reach can

significantly enhance the learning experience.
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https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation/list/OYDWHLLI6R07?ref_=aip_sf_list_spv_ons_mixed_d
https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation/photo/amzn1.shoppablemedia.v1.0bc3955f-af72-465d-8334-986bf11e8922?ref_=aip_sf_photo_spv_ons_mixed_d

/.

-

Incorporating Technology: If ]
your curriculum includes online
resources or digital tools, set up
a dedicated space for
computer and internet access
that's safe and easily monitored.
Consider ergonomic furniture to
support posture during screen
fime.
Flexibility is Key: Your learning
environment doesn't have to be
fixed. Feel free to adapt and
change your setup as you
discover what works best for
your child. This could mean
rotating educational themes
displayed on the walls or
reconfiguring the space to
accommodate different types
of learning activities. If flexible
learning is something you feel
your child would benefit from,
are some of our favorites

resources.

/
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https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation/list/20DEIKHCBI793?ref_=aip_sf_list_spv_ons_mixed_d
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homeschooling routine. They bring structure and direction to your
educational approach, ensuring that you and your child remain focused
and productive.

 Setting Educational Goals: Begin with broad goals for the school
year, which could range from mastering certain math concepts to
improving writing skills or exploring a new language. Break these
down into smaller, measurable objectives that you can aim for
weekly or monthly. This approach helps track progress and provides
a sense of accomplishment for both you and your child.

e Crafting a Flexible Schedule: Your homeschool schedule should
balance structure with the flexibility that homeschooling allows.
While it's beneficial to have regular times for focused study, it's
equally important to allow for breaks, free play, and impromptu
learning opportunities. Use tools like digital calendars or planners
specifically designed for homeschoolers to organize your days and

weeks. Remember, the schedule that works best is one that reflects

your family's natural rhythm and allows for adjustments as needed.

oal setting and scheduling are foundational elements of a successful A
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e Incorporating Life Skills:
Beyond academic subjects,
include time for teaching
life skills such as cooking,
financial literacy, or
gardening. These activities
not only provide valuable
learning experiences but
also offer practical
applications of academic
concepfs.

e Looking for help in
teaching these skills? Try a
platform like -
who brings in professionals
for just about every

enrichment area you can

think of!
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https://outschool.com/search?couponCode=HOMEBUILTED20

6. GET CONNECTED WIT

THE
The homeschool community is a vibrant and diverse network of families h
who share your choice of educational path. Connecting with this
community can provide a wealth of support, resources, and socialization
opportunities.

e Finding Your Tribe: Start locally by searching for homeschool co-
ops, support groups, or educational collectives in your area. These
groups often organize events, field trips, and group classes that can
enrich your homeschooling experience. For local group listings, visit
websites like or check community bulletin boards at libraries
or community centers.

e Leveraging Online Platforms: The internet is a treasure trove of
homeschooling forums, blogs, and social media groups where you
can find support and advice. Platforms like Facebook and Instagram
host a wide range of homeschooling communities where you can
share experiences, ask questions, and connect with other

homeschooling families. is a place where we

share daily homeschooling insights, resources, and encouragement.

\§ _/
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https://www.instagram.com/homebuilteducation/
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e Attending Events and Conferences: Whenever possible, attend
homeschooling conferences, workshops, and meet-ups. These
events are not only great for learning about new resources and
teaching methods but also for building relationships with other

homeschooling families.
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Incorporating extracurricular activities into your homeschooling routine is
essential for developing a well-rounded education. These activities
allow your child to explore their interests in depth, learn new skills, and
apply what they've learned in real-world contexts. Here are some

suggestions:

Remember, the goal is to enhance your child’s education with activities
that excite and challenge them, providing a break from the more

\s’rruc’rured learning environment.

~

e Sports: Joining local sports teams or leagues can offer physical
education and teach valuable lessons in teamwork and discipline.

e Music and Art Classes: Local community centers or private tutors
can provide lessons that foster creativity and can be tailored to your
child's skill level.

e Community Service: Volunteering for local charities or community
projects can enrich your child’'s understanding of civic responsibility
and empathy.

e Clubs and Groups: From chess clubs to science labs, extracurricular
groups offer a chance to dive deeper into specitic interests while

socializing with like-minded peers.
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Effective record-keeping is a cornerstone of successful homeschooling.
It serves not only to comply with state laws but also as a way to track
your child's progress and achievements over time. Here's how to manage
this crucial aspect:

e Document Daily Learning: Keep a log of , including
subjects covered and materials used. This helps in creating a
comprehensive overview of your child’s educational journey.

e Save Samples of Work: Regularly include samples of your child’s
work in your records. This could be written assignments, art projects,
or descriptions of science experiments. Consider using_ as a
digital portfolio to easily store and organize these samples.

e Track Progress: Alongside academic achievements, record
extracurricular activities, volunteer hours, and any other learning

experiences. This holistic view of your child’s education is invaluable

for assessments and future planning.
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https://www.artkiveapp.com/
https://www.artkiveapp.com/
https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation/list/1W0SPDLR0XOPD?ref_=aip_sf_list_spv_ons_mixed_d
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Patience and flexibility are key virtues in homeschooling. Every child

learns at their own pace, and part of the homeschooling advantage is
being able to adapt to their needs. Here are some strategies to help
manage the transition:

e Adjust as Needed: If a certain curriculum or schedule isn't working,
don't be afraid to change it. Homeschooling is all about finding
what works best for your child.

o Take Breaks: Sometimes, taking a short break can help reset focus
and reduce frustration. Incorporate regular breaks into your daily
schedule to keep learning fresh and engaging.

o Celebrate Achievements: Recognize and celebrate your child's
milestones, both big and small. This reinforces the value of their

efforts and keeps them motivated.
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CONCLUSION

Taking the step to homeschool your child is a profound commitment to
their individualized learning and development. It's a journey that requires
patience, flexibility, and a willingness to seek out and utilize a myriad of
resources and support systems. By embracing this adventure with an
open heart and mind, you're setting the stage for a rich, rewarding
educational experience that is tailored to your child's unique needs and

potentials.

As you navigate the challenges and celebrate the milestones, remember
that the homeschooling community is vast and supportive, ready to
assist you in providing the best possible education for your child. Your

journey is your own, but you're never alone on the path.

By following these steps and making the most of the available resources,
you're well on your way to crafting a successtul and enriching
homeschooling experience. Here's to the adventures that await you and

your child in the world of homeschooling.

Xoxo, Mandy

© homebuilteducation




APPENDIX

/Appendix A: A

Websites for homeschooling

This comprehensive organized ﬂ P pm
M ¢ a8
4 | ' ’ i

list of free websites will help J][ i ';_f

you find the right resources for |

|

any enrichment opportunity.

Appendix B: I

Resource list
On this page you will find any -~
and all homeschool resources
we use on a daily basis, as
well as my affiliate discount

codes.

Appendix C:

For more

Here you will find all of my
direct links to social mediq,

blogs, freebies, my store, and

\much more! Y,
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APPENDIX A

WEBSITES FOR
HOMESCGHOOLING

Lheoks oul) Thest aymavzindy lree welbsiley lov erwichyment;
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CORE SUBIECTS

(MATH, SCIENCE, LANGUAGE ARTS, SOCIAL STUDIES)

: Comprehensive courses for kids in math, science, computer
programming, history, art history, and economics.
: Online textbooks, videos, exercises, flashcards, and real-
world applications for over 5000 concepts.
: Over 60,000 free eBooks, focusing on older works where
copyright has expired.
: Educational videos specifically for kids, covering science
topics.
: Videos featuring celebrated actors reading children’s books
alongside creatively produced illustrations.

INTERACTIVE LEARNING AND GAMES

: Brain-training site where logic and thinking meet fun and
games.
: Educational games and videos from PBS shows, suitable for younger
children.
: Games, videos, and articles on animals and nature.
: Reading, phonics, and math games and activities for kids in K-3.
: Fun and educational games for grades PreK through 6.
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https://www.ck12.org/student/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://thecrashcourse.com/
https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://pbskids.org/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
https://www.abcya.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/

APPENDIX A
CODING AND TECHNOLOGY

. : Coding lessons for all grades, encouraging computer science
education.
: A platform where kids can create their own games and stories,

learning to code in the process.
. . A comprehensive platform for learning keyboarding and
technology skills.
. : An adventure-packed online game that makes learning
about digital safety and citizenship interactive and fun.
: Offers coding puzzles, games, and projects to teach kids programming

in a fun way.

CREATIVE ARTS AND MUSIC

: Step-by-step video art lessons for kids and families.

. : Music education through games and activities, focused on
classical music and composers.

. : Resources and activities for art education across
all ages.

. . Interactive experiments that allow kids to explore music
and sound.

. : A free online platform for creating pixel art and digital drawings.

SCIENCE AND EXPLORATION

: Engaging games and activities about space exploration and
NASA's missions.

. - Focuses on wildlife conservation with videos, stories, and
games.

. : Content about animals, science, and geography
that's both fun and educational.

. : Science concepts explained in a kid-friendly way.

. : A podcast exploring scientific and technological

discoveries in a way that's engaging for kids.
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https://www.typing.com/
https://code.org/
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/
https://www.tynker.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.classicsforkids.com/
https://www.incredibleart.org/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/
https://www.pixilart.com/
https://www.nasa.gov/learning-resources/nasa-kids-club/
https://sdzwildlifeexplorers.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids
https://tinkercast.com/all-podcasts/wow-in-the-world/

APPENDIX B

RESOURCE LIST

TWOMWVW&@WWWO? Heve iy move
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prograyw, wills o speciaficed discound; code To- Rellp yow satue.

LEARNING | HOMESCHOOL

* ArtKive - Preserve your child's artistic journey with ArtKive, an effortless solution
for storing, organizing, and cherishing your child’s artwork. to use
code MANDY20 for a special discount, and transform those piles of art into a
beautifully curated collection.

« GuideDots - Unlock your child’s artistic potential with GuideDots. Their unique
method combines strategic dot-to-dot structures with online instructional
videos to guide young artists. and discover how to turn dots into
detailed masterpieces.

« Hoffman Academy - Piano lessons reimagined. Hoffman Academy offers
interactive, step-by-step piano lessons for kids, making learning music
accessible and fun, to use code HOMEBUILT to start your musica
journey with a special offer.

« Outschool - Expand your child's learning horizon with Outschool’s 100,000+
live online classes for ages 3-18. Exp|ore interests, unlock creativity, and

engage in learning that's fun and social. to use code
HOMEBUILTED20 for a discount.

Commissions earned through sponsored links.
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artkiveapp.com/promo/mandy20
guide-dots.com/homebuilt
hoffmanacademy.com/?via=homebuilt
outschool.com

APPENDIX B

GAMES / TOYS

« GIIKER - Revolutionize playtime with GIIKER’s innovative educational toys and
games, designed to enhance logical thinking and problem-solving skills. Check
out their Super Slide at for high-tech fun that engages and educates.

« Simply Fun Games - Make learning a joy with Simply Fun’s award-winning
board games. These games are not just fun; they're educational tools
designed to develop critical thinking, communication, and social skills.

to find your next family game night favorite.

« Everything Blocks! - Stackable and storable learning blocks that make
phonics, reading, math, and a variety of other lessons enjoyable. These hands
on blocks are so diverse and enjoyable for kids to use in learning and in play.

and use the code Mandy20 to get 20% off your block order!

Commissions earned through sponsored links.
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https://bit.ly/homebuildeducation_superslide
bit.ly/homebuildeducation_superslide
simplyfun.com/?ref=mandydavis
https://www.everythingblocks.com/

APPENDIX B

HEALTH / HOME

« Caraway - Cook up a healthier lifestyle with Caraway’s non-toxic, eco-
friendly cookware. Say goodbye to chemicals and hello to high-quality
cooking essentials. and use code HOMEBUILTEDUCATIONIO for a

discount on your next kitchen upgrade.

« Pranamat - Experience the therapeutic benefits of acupressure in the comfort
of your home with Pranamat. Relieve stress, tension, and pain with this
innovative mat. and code homebuilt for a discount.

« Copper and Pine - Beautify your space with Copper and Pine's sustainable,
handcrafted home goods. From cozy to chic, find the perfect addition to your
home decor. Enjoy a special discount with code Mandyaffiliate

Commissions earned through sponsored links.
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ap.carawayhome.com/davis8tv
pranamat.com/af/pyxewywx
copperandpineco.com

APPENDIX C

FOR MORE

L'y slowy connecled]
LINKS

« Let's stay connected on

« Check out my
for
leveled learning monthly
bundles, spelling, custom
mug designs, and more!

« Looking for something
specific from my
pictures? Check out my

« Check out my for
more inspiration

« Stay up to date with
homeschool ideas,
freebies, and more by
fo||owing my

« My channel

« Lets inspire each other
on

© homebuilteducation


https://www.amazon.com/shop/homebuilteducation?ref=ac_inf_tb_vh
https://www.homebuilteducation.com/with-love-from-homebuilt
https://www.instagram.com/homebuilteducation/
https://www.homebuilteducation.com/
https://www.homebuilteducation.com/blog
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCImSZ2F6PSAN1wTJJEji7Hg
https://www.pinterest.com/homebuilteducation/?invite_code=4b940b8a987a4020b5fb2672fcc25d89&sender=1089589841005548606



